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Republic of Genoa. The exchange was falling, living ex-
penses were rising, the Congress was dragging, war was
threatening, and he was the man to blame for it all He
was accused of postponing the most urgent matters in
order to run off to amorous rendezvous. People laughed at
his partiality for the Duchess of Sagan, who openly changed
her lovers from day to day. The story went around that
he had told the Russian Emperor that he was the lover
of Countess Julie Zichy and that the Emperor had re-
peated his indiscretion to the Countess, whereupon a
series of violent scenes had resulted between the Countess,
the Prince, and the Emperor.
All exaggeration and calumny. But they were the daily
fodder of a Congress preyed upon by terror and of a Ger-
many preyed upon by despair. The mediatized princes, the
smaller courts, Stein and the patriots, the clique of Sta-
dion's friends, the strictly nationalist Austrians, were all
united in hating this Rhenish nobleman, this stranger,
who was neither an Austrian traditionalist nor a German
federalist. The Prussian Court and chancellery, Talley-
rand and the French delegation, maintained proper rela-
tions with him; but in his bad moments, Frederick Wil-
liam did not hesitate to treat him as a scoundrel while
Talleyrand did not spare him in his letters. As for Alex-
ander, he was more than ever eager for Metternich's resig-
nation, even at the risk of upsetting the Congress. He used
every possible means of discrediting him with Austria, the
Allies, and the Congress; treated him like a servant; an-
nounced to everyone that the Chancellor was the best
master of ceremonies and the worst minister in the world;
played all sorts of savage tricks on him. There is no other
way to describe the strange story of the Duchess of Sagan,
which has been preserved for us by the secret reports of
the police. The Duchess had most of her fortune in Russia.
It seems that, toward the end of October, the Czar de-
manded her to break off relations with Metternich if she
wanted to draw on her income. For a while, at least, the